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Lesson Six: Does God Speak to Me Today?  

 

Setting Up the Study 

I. The question we’re considering today is, “Does God speak to me today?”  

A. What most mean by this question is: Does God communicate to me apart from His words today? 

1. It could be, “Does God speak orally to me today?” “Can I hear the voice of God today?”  

2. It could also be, “Does God speak through feelings, emotions, hunches, dreams today?” 

 

II. A subject like this is important and difficult:  

A. We’re dealing with authority – inspiration – how to determine right and wrong/will of God.  

1. It’s one thing to say, “I know because  

B. Someone may say they have heard God’s voice, or have had/sensed an experience with God.  

1. I read that 1 in 3 adults claim that God speaks to them directly.  

2. To suggest that God doesn’t speak to us today may seem to suggest that God didn’t speak to this 

person – what they’re claiming isn’t true. There must be sensitivity when answering the question.  

C. There are some who teach and preach that God speaks directly to them.  

1. “What God began to say to me about five years ago, and I’m telling you it sent me on such a trek with 

Him, that my head is still whirling over it. He began to say to me, “I’m going to tell you something right 

now, Beth, and boy you write this one down and you say it as often as I give you utterance to say it.” – 

Beth Moore 

 

2. “Let me tell you about a most wonderful experience I had early Monday morning, March 19, 2007, a 

little after six o’clock. God actually spoke to me. There is no doubt that it was God. I heard the word in 

my head just as clearly as when a memory of a conversation passes across your consciousness. The 

words were in English, but they had about them an absolutely self-authenticating ring of truth. I know 

beyond a shadow of a doubt that God speaks today…Think of it. Marvel at this. Stand in awe of this. 

The God who keeps watch over the nations, like some people keep watch over cattle or stock markets or 

construction sites – this God still speaks in the twenty-first century. I heard his very words. He spoke 

personally to me.” – John Piper 

 

D. As with all questions – but especially this one – we need to rely on God’s words as the authority and 

example for how God communicates with man (how He has, and how He does today).  

1. A question like this cannot be answered by feelings, emotions, or experiences.  

 

I HAVE A FRIEND 
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How Does God Communicate to Us Today?  

I. Hebrews 1:1-2 is a good place to begin. This passage is a good summary of God’s revelation to man:  

A. After He spoke long ago – this is not now he’s talking about.  

1. Long ago, before now, a time period that has passed (after)  

 

B. Spoke to the fathers – God spoke directly to some of the fathers or patriarchs.  

1. They were the heads/leaders of their households.  

2. God spoke to Noah (Gen. 6:11), Abraham (Gen. 12:1), Isaac (Gen. 26:2), Jacob (Gen 28:13) 

3. God spoke to leaders such as Moses (Deut. 31:14), Joshua (Josh 1:1), Gideon (Jud. 7:4).  

4. God spoke to a few kings such as David (1 Sa 23:11), and Solomon (1 KG 3:5) 

 

C. In the prophets – after God spoke directly to leaders and patriarchs, He spoke to prophets who would 

convey the message to the people  

1. God spoke to King Saul through Samuel (1 SA 9:27) 

2. After David’s sins, God spoke to David through Nathan (2 SA 12:1) 

3. “The word of the Lord that came to…” (HOS 1:1; Joel 1:1; MIC 1:1)  

 

D. In many portions – some of God’s messages were large, others were quite small.  

1. Compare Isaiah and Obadiah; Leviticus and Ruth 

 

E. In many ways – God spoke in a variety of ways  

1. God spoke through dreams (Jacob, Joseph, Nebuchadnezzar) 

2. God spoke through angels (Gideon) 

3. God spoke through a burning bush (Exodus 3) 

4. Belshazzar saw a hand writing on the wall  

5. God spoke through a donkey (Numbers 22).  

a. Something to notice: whenever God spoke to individuals, it was clear that God was speaking 

(except for Samuel). And it was clear what God was speaking about.  

 

b. Even with the dreams, God provided people to interpret the dreams, or to interpret the law, so 

that people always understood what God wanted.  

 

F. In these last days – this is a different time period being described. 

1. Long ago was in the past. The last days is after the past. It is describing now, the present.  

2. Peter quoted Joel in showing how we are currently in the “last days” (AC 2:17)  
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G. Has spoken to us in His Son – Notice the difference?  

1. Before God spoke in many difference ways, but in these times He speaks through one source, His 

Son.  

2. This verse seems to show us that God does not communicate with us today the way He did before.  

3. There’s a difference between how God did communicate, and how He does now.  

 

II. What does it mean that God speaks to us in Jesus?  

A. When Jesus came to earth, He spoke/taught directly to the people, speaking the will of the Father (John 

12:49).  

 

B. Before ascending to Heaven Jesus gave the apostles the charge to go and make disciples of all the nations 

(Matt. 28:18-20). They were to preach and teach the words of Jesus.  

1. Can you imagine the pressure of having to remember all that Jesus taught? It’s a daunting task 

realizing how often our memory fails us.  

2. This is why Jesus promised His apostles the Holy Spirit (John 14:25-26; John 16:12-15). The Spirit 

was to give the words of Jesus to the apostles.  

 

C. Ephesians 3:3-5 sums this all up.  

1. There was a time when God’s mystery was not known, but it has now been revealed through the 

Apostles and prophets.  

2. How was it revealed to them? In the Spirit (v. 5).  

a. The Holy Spirit revealed the mind of God to these men (2 Pet. 1:20-21; 1 Cor. 2:6-16) 

3. The apostles taught, preached, and wrote the truth (Acts 2:42), to where Paul could write, “When 

you read, you can understand…” (v. 4) 

4. So, Jesus gave the message to the people through the Holy Spirit – they taught, preached and 

wrote the message down in what we call the Bible – so when we read the Bible, we are reading the 

words of Christ (1 Thess. 2:13; 1 Cor. 14:37; 2 Pet. 3:2; Jude 17)  

 

D. To answer the question – does God speak to us today – the answer is “YES!”  

1. He does so through the Bible (Heb. 4:12) 

 

How Am I to Answer My Friend?  

I. There are some great questions to ask in response to this question:  

A. How can I be sure what I’m hearing/feeling is actually God?  

1. Could it be heightened emotions over a crises or trauma?  

2. Could it be the word in my heart (Col. 3:16)?  
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3. The Bible indicates that those who are spiritually mature are "those who by reason of use have their 

senses exercised to discern both good and evil" (Heb. 5:12-14). This is one who can recognize when 

God is trying to get his attention at a critical time, though God needs not literally say anything to 

him at all. (To me, it's kind of like, "Hey, Aaron. Remember that passage you studied recently? What 

you are going through now is the very application of what God said to you through that text"). God 

does not need to part the clouds and literally "speak" anything to me for me to hear Him "say" 

something at a critical time. His word, given by His very Spirit, who abides in me (Eph. 3:16-17), has 

trained me to think as God thinks (to the degree of what He has revealed through His holy word). 

So it is no wonder, at a critical time or at a moment of reflection, that we may pause to say, "I hear 

you, Lord," even though He hasn't personally or literally uttered a word to us at all.  

 

B. Why didn’t Paul tell Timothy to wait for God’s voice, or new revelations?  

1. Rather he pointed him back to the Scriptures: 1 Tim. 4:6; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:15-17; 4:2-4 

2. When Paul taught in Berea, the brethren took his words and held them under the scrutiny of 

Scripture (Acts 17:11)  

a. “In other words, even at a time when revelation was still being given, what people claimed to have 

heard from God had to pass the scrutiny of Scripture.” Gary Gilley  

 

C. Has God ever used feelings, emotions, hunches, inner voices to communicate His will?  

1. Feelings are not an indication of God’s will – Prov. 14:12; Acts 26:9 

2. Feelings are subjective – often determined by the mood/situation one is in.  

3. God didn’t use feelings to communicate His will to His people in the Scripture. He communicated His 

will in audible words.  

4. The conscience discerning good and evil comes from training in the Word of God (Heb. 5:14), not a 

supernatural imposing of God on your emotions.  

a. Why wouldn’t God make everyone feel guilty about sin?  

 

D. Why didn’t God speak to more people throughout time?  

1. Some believe God spoke all the time to all sorts of people. This is simply not true – it’s an 

overstatement.  

a. For instance, God spoke to Abraham in Genesis 15, and Genesis 17, but there’s around a 14 

year gap in between. It doesn’t seem as if God was speaking to him every day.  

2. God spoke to a handful of people – most often it was to heads of households, leaders and prophets 

a. Each time it was an audible voice or vision/dream – not feelings, stillness of one’s heart.  

 

E. Why have a Bible if God will simply speak to us today?  

1. The word of God given through audible or emotional voices makes the Bible secondary at best, and 

mostly likely unnecessary.  

2. The Bible becomes nothing more than an ancient history book, and my guidance for life is left to 

what I feel/experience.  
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3. This is not what the Bible teaches:  

a. The faith has been handed down (Jude 3) 

b. It is complete (2 Tim. 3:16-17)  

c. It gives us everything pertaining to life and godliness (2 Pet. 1:3) 

d. It is not to be added to or taken away from (Rev. 22:18-19)  

1) No voice/emotion will contradict what has already been written (Tit 1:1; Jas 1:17; Heb. 

13:8) 

 

4. We don’t find the instruction in the Scripture of listening to the “voice of God” but we do find a lot 

of teaching about reading/heeding/following the written words of God (Ps 119:105) 

 

II. So if I’m answering a friend who comes to me with this question, though I know where they’re coming from (what 

they’re intending to discuss), my initial answer is: Yes!  

A. God does speak to me today – through His words. When I read them, with an open, honest, humble heart 

(Jas. 1:21), God speaks, teaches, encourages, warns, reminds, me.  

 

B. Rather than waiting for a feeling/emotion which I cannot verify, nor understand what it truly means, I have 

the inspired words before me, which will guide my steps, enrich my life, and communicate God’s will to me.  

 

C. As God said to the 3 apostles on the mount of Transfiguration – Matt. 17:5 – Listen to Him.  


